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Our Ask

We ask Council to reverse the Town’s decision to “Do Nothing” per the letter dated June 10, 2025. 
Specifically, we ask for the Town to take responsibility for the work and the cost of restoring the east bank 
of the Little Beaver River at 159 Bay Street West.

This is Because:
1. The Town manipulated the west bank without any consideration for the damages that would be caused 
to other property. They hardened the banks at various points to the detriment of the east bank, which was 
in its original, natural, unprotected state.

2. The river is the primary outlet for stormwater management for Thornbury West and should be managed 
under the Town Wide Master Drainage Plan.



Top of Bank
2006 vs 2010

2006: Natural banks, 
east & west sides

2010: Hardened west 
bank at Bay St W, 
diverting river directly 
at natural, 
unprotected east side



Water Treatment Plant 
Upgrade Design

June 2007

Note the natural top of 
bank and natural path of 
the river highlighted in 
yellow before the Town 
hardened the bank in 
2008



Hardening of 
west bank that 
diverts the river 
to the east bank

Photo taken April 2025



Path of 
Diverted river 
directly at 
East bank 
and at my 
HOME



Hardening along overflow pipe at water treatment plant



Hardening at 
the Parking 
Lot



East bank at Bay St West

Clearly shows that hardening of 
banks protects from erosion around 
the drainage from the road. Note that 
where the hardening ends, erosion 
occurs due to the hardening done on 
the opposite west bank diverting the 
river eastwards.





Drainage Master Plan - Preferred Solutions Map

1559 HA 
drain into 
the River

South to 
the 
escarpmen
t and west 
to Lora Bay



Excerpt from June 10 Letter

Example of Deficiencies in 
3 of the 4 Storm Water 
Management Facilities 
from the Master Drainage 
Plan for volume
See pg 40, 62, 63 of the 
DMP





Pg 207 of Drainage Master Plan





April 2025

Diverted 
River Path 
due to the 
Town’s 
hardening of 
the west bank 
at Bay St W



Photos of Damage from April 4



April 2025 Survey

Yellow highlight is the 
land and vegetation lost 
since April 3 - 340 
square metres

15m setback to building 
required lost

Clearly shows the path 
of the river diverted by 
the Town’s hardening of 
the bank at Bay St W



Impact on vegetation lost due to the Town’s hardening of west bank to the detriment 
of the east bank



June 30 Damage

Close to 500 square metres 
of land and vegetation lost

Continued damage caused 
by the Town’s hardening of 
the west bank that diverted 
the path of the river into the 
east bank



Summary
We are asking the Town to take ownership of this project to restore the land and 
vegetation lost for the 2 reasons we’ve walked through in this deputation.

From May 8 to May 27, we thought we had a working relationship with the Town 
and we were presented with a project plan, including alternate solutions and a 
preferred solution. We left the DMP consultation meeting on May 27, with the 
understanding that we, and Grey Sauble, would receive a design for review and 
permitting. Tatham and the Town stated to Grey Sauble that they were working 
towards a design for long term bank stabilization, bypassing emergency works, 
due to time constraints. The concern was that this had to be completed before 
next winter and more critically, next spring’s melt as my home would not survive.

We were shocked to receive the June 10 letter that informed us of the Town’s 
decision to “Do Nothing”.




