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July 3, 2024 
  
  

The Town of the Blue Mountains,  
Town Council and Staff 

  
  

  
Re: Support for Councilor Maxwell’s Motion for a Watershed Summit  

  
Councilor Maxwell has put forward a motion for the Town of the Blue Mountains Town Council and staff 
to consider convening a Watershed Summit. The Watershed Trust enthusiastically supports Councilor 
Maxwell’s motion; this is our letter of support.  
 
The intent of the summit would be to find a path forward to better protect and manage the area's 
watersheds and their ecosystems, as well as to better protect area residences from future catastrophic 
flood events.  The summit would ideally include a variety of participants, such as representatives from the 
Town of The Blue Mountains and Town of Collingwood, the Counties of Grey and Simcoe, and the 
relevant Conservation Authorities, along with citizens and other not-for-profit agencies. 
  
Please let us know how we can help those taking the lead in this initiative to develop and facilitate a 
Watershed Summit to create a robust municipal water management plan throughout our municipalities. 
We are enthusiastic about helping this summit come to pass.  
 
The Blue Mountains Watershed Trust is a Charitable Foundation whose mandate is to protect and 
enhance The Blue Mountains Watershed Ecosystems through direct action, advocacy and education; we 
work to protect natural heritage features in our landscapes and to promote the creation of environments 
where people can respect and live in harmony with nature. 

  
Sincerely, 
  

Carl Michener, President

UCATION. 



This document may be made available in other accessible formats as soon as practicable and upon request. 

The Corporation of the Town of The Blue Mountains 

Decision on Consent Application File P3423 

Owner/Applicant:   BMR GP (Freed Development) 

Purpose / Effect:  The purpose and effect of this application is to consider a request for lot creation 

Legal Description: Parts of Lots 6, 10, 14 and 15 and Part of Village Crescent 

Severed Parcel: Frontage: N/A  Depth: 71.5 m (Irreg.)  Area: 1.31 ha 

Retained Parcel: Frontage: 124.6 m  Depth: 183.7 m (Irreg.) Area: 3.27 ha 

Road Access:  Easement access from Jozo Weider Boulevard (severed) and Jozo Wieder 

Boulevard (retained) 

Municipal Water:    Yes   Municipal Sewer: Yes 

Decision:    Grant Provisional Consent 

Date of Decision:    June 28, 2024 

In making the decision upon this application for Consent, the Director of Planning and Development 
Services of the Town of The Blue Mountains is satisfied that the proposed Consent Application complies 
with the intent and direction of the Provincial Policy Statement, County of Grey Official Plan and the 
Town of The Blue Mountains Official Plan and represents good planning. 

If provisional consent is given, then the following conditions must be met by June 28, 2026. 

1. That the Owner meets all the requirements of the Town, financial or otherwise, for the
Certificate of Consent to be issued;

2. That the Owner receive a Zoning By-law Amendment or Minor Variance to permit the severed
parcel from not having direct frontage and access to a municipal street;

3. That the Owner provides a description of the land which can be registered in the Land Registry
Office;

4. That all above conditions be fulfilled within two years of the Notice of Decision so that the
Town Clerk is authorized to issue the Certificate of Consent pursuant to Section 53(42) of the
Planning Act.

Adam Smith, Director of Planning and Development Services 
Town of The Blue Mountains 
32 Mill Street, Box 310, Thornbury, ON, N0H 2P0 

Dated: June 28, 2024 



This document may be made available in other accessible formats as soon as practicable and upon request. 

Severance Sketch 

Certification 

Planning Act, R.S.O 1990, c. P.13, Sec 53(17) and 53(24), as amended 

I, Adam Smith, Director of Planning and Development Services of The Corporation of the Town of The Blue 
Mountains, certify that the above is a true copy of the decision with respect to the application recorded 
therein. 

Adam Smith, Director of Planning and Development Services 
Town of The Blue Mountains 

Dated: June 28, 2024 
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Notice of Decision and 
Right to Appeal 

This is a notice about the decisions from the June 19, 2024, Committee of 
Adjustment Meeting. 

A certified copy of the Committee of Adjustment’s decision is attached to this notice. 

If you disagree with this decision, you may file an appeal with the Ontario Land 
Tribunal (OLT). An appeal must include the required Appellant Form and the required Fees 
made out to the Minister of Finance. The Appellant Form must also set out the objection to 
the decision and the reasons in support of the objection. Please note, only the applicant, 
public bodies with an interest in the matter, the Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing, and 
‘specified persons’, as defined by the Planning Act, are permitted to appeal decisions related 
to minor variance applications. These are recent changes that have been made to the 
Planning Act by the province. 
The Appellant Form and fees must be delivered in person or by registered mail to the 
Secretary-Treasurer of the Committee of Adjustment: 

Secretary-Treasurer 
Committee of Adjustment 

Town of The Blue Mountains 
32 Mill Street, P.O. Box 310 

Thornbury, ON, N0H 2P0 

The last date for filing an appeal for a minor variance decision is July 9, 2024, by  
4:30 p.m. 
The last date for filing an appeal for a consent decision is July 11, 2024, by 4:30 p.m. 
More information about how to file an appeal, including the forms and fees, is available on 
the Ontario Land Tribunal website at https://olt.gov.on.ca/.  
If there is an appeal to the Ontario Land Tribunal, except where all appeals are withdrawn, a 
hearing will be held and notice will be given to the Applicant, the Appellant, the Secretary-
Treasurer of the Committee, and to anyone else as determined by the Ontario Land Tribunal. 
If no appeal on this decision is received within twenty days of the decision, the decision of the 
Committee is final and binding. The Secretary-Treasurer will notify the Applicant and file a 
certified copy of the decision with the Clerk of the Town of The Blue Mountains. 

https://olt.gov.on.ca/
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July 10, 2024 
 
From: Lynn Keays, Bay Street East Resident 
To: TBM Mayor, Deputy Mayor and Councillors 
 
Re: Bay Street East Reconstruction (Item D.3.1 – COW Report dated July 2, 2024 - on 
July 15th Council Agenda) 
 
 
Good day Mayor Matrosovs, Deputy Mayor Bordignon and Councillors, 
 
I want to extend my appreciation for the discussion that occurred at the COW on July 2, 
2024, and the resulting motion that will be put to a vote at the July 15, 2024 meeting of 
Council.  
 
As you were able to see firsthand, this issue is very important to residents of Bay Street 
East, and more broadly to residents across TBM. We appreciate that those present on 
July 2, 2024 listened to the views and opinions of the many residents who made 
deputations and presented comments.  
 
Deputy Mayor Bordignon - although you were not able to be present that day, no doubt 
you have heard from your colleagues, and if you have had a chance to view the meeting 
recording, you too will be aware of the concerns of residents.  
 
To be clear, we understand the need for infrastructure maintenance and when 
necessary, upgrades. We also believe that there are other viable options for the location 
of the 2nd force main.  
 
It is important that the town keeps to the “Guiding Principals” of the Official Plan which is 
“development should respect the character of the community and established 
neighbourhoods” and the number one item in recent surveys “Community character is 
paramount. It defines who we are, where we are, and what we want to 
become”.  Routing the force main down Bay St. East goes against the Official Plan and 
the views of surveyed residents.  
 
The severe impact to the streetscape, including the devastating loss of most of the 
mature trees (several hundred) on the north side and many on the south side, is simply 
unacceptable. 
 
Urbanization standards would ruin the character and heritage of the street and we urge 
you to come to the conclusion that one standard does not fit all reconstruction projects 
in the Town of Blue Mountains. 
 
The residents of Bay Street East look forward to seeing the motion that was put forward 
by COW approved by Council on July 15th.  
 



Thank you. 
 

Lynn Keays 

 



July 10, 2024 
 
Mayor Matrosovs, Deputy Mayor Bordignon and TBM Councillors, 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed reconstruction of Bay St E. 
 
The Bay St E reconstruction proposal goes against the Town’s stated aims: 
 

• identification and preservation of various and unique communities within Thornbury 
• preservation of the tree canopy 
• timely and transparent communication with residents regarding issues impacting their 

specific neighbourhoods as well as the community as a whole 

 
Bay St E  is one such unique neighbourhood with an enviable tree canopy.  To cut down this 
important stretch of the Town’s tree canopy would be heartbreaking. There are hundreds of 
trees lining the street, the vast majority of which have been classified as being in excellent to 
good health. Fronting my property there are 5 large, truly magnificent pines - all in excellent 
shape. Large mature trees are vital for capturing carbon, improving air quality, preventing 
storm water runoff in addition to providing shade and shelter and food for many species. And, 
of course, they are beautiful. It would take generations to replace what already is here. To 
gauge the impact of what this proposal would mean a short stroll down Bay St E, in its present 
incarnation, would help. Then, visualize the streetscape with a fraction of the current tree 
canopy, and more asphalt and/or concrete. The loss of the tree canopy, coupled with more 
hard surfaces will result in higher temperatures and thorough loss of ambiance. Hardly the 
street that currently is enjoyed by many visitors as well as residents. Hopefully Council will 
appreciate that one street scape cannot be imposed in every situation. 
 
There are other options to locate the force main that will not result in devastating a residential 
neighbourhood. None of which, incidentally, that are in such close proximity to Georgian Bay. 
The careful and well-planned growth of the Town is important, but it seems the small, 
residential neighbourhood of Bay St E is being sacrificed for the premise of future potential 
neighbourhoods and developments. Trusting Council will continue to commit to examining 
other options. 
 

Peggy Nunn 

Resident of Bay Street East 



Wendy Boyd 
Concerned Bay Street East Resident 

  

July 10, 2024 

Town of Blue Mountains 
Councillors 
Mayor 
Mike Humphries, C.E.T. 
Senior Infrastructure Capital Project Coordinator 
32 Mill Street, P.O. 310 
Thornbury, ON N0H 2P0 

Bay Street East Reconstruction PIC 1 Follow-up 

We are very happy to see that the councillors and mayor voted 6-0 to the following three actions 
regarding the Forcemain reconstruction at the July 2nd meeting.   

1.   A complete review of the four options offered for the forcemain alignment presented in 

the Public Information Centre and the options proposed by the members of the 

community at the July 2, 2024 Committee of the Whole meeting in response to 
CSOPS.24.031, including costs for each of these options. 

2. Further information on the costs, savings, and cross-section of the one-way street, two-
way street and centering options, plus consideration of an additional option of status quo 

amenities (no sidewalks, no multi-use trail and no curb). 
3. Cross-section drawing of pipe placement with corresponding measurements (horizontal 

and vertical). 

I am writing to ask for your support at the July 15 meeting to adopt Councils recommendation to 
do a complete review of viable alternative routes for the Forcemain as well as detailed cost 
analysis of each option. 

As stated by two of the councillors during the July 2 meeting, it is important to explore all 
potential options, the associated costs (both financial and intrinsic) as well as the long-term 
impact of these decisions. For example, have all costs been accounted for, including moving 
existing water and sewage connections to all homes along Bay Street? Has there been a 
complete cost and environmental assessment due to the huge loss of trees along Bay Street?   

We understand that is it critical to focus on infrastructure and long-term planning as we see our 
community grow and evolve.   It is also critical to respect the Guiding Principles that have been 
developed. 



There are several key guiding principles that need to be front and center while this decision is 
being made: 

Section A3.9.2 Infrastructure Strategic Objectives Item 4 “Ensure the construction of all 
infrastructure, or expansions to existing infrastructure, occurs in a manner that is compatible 
with adjacent land uses, is cost effective and with a minimum of social and environmental 
impact”. 

“development should respect the character of the community and established 
neighbourhoods” and the number one item in recent surveys “Community character is 
paramount. It defines who we are, where we are, and what we want to become” 

Based on the tree inventory mapping that was provided in CSOPS.24.031, I have counted 
roughly 250 trees that look like they will need to be eliminated.  This count is an estimate as 
it is difficult to accurately count the trees based on the visual map that was provided. 

From the report, of the 250 trees, 68% or 170 trees were designated as in “excellent” 
condition.   Only 3% of the trees look like they were graded as poor or very poor. This seems 
unfathomable that the city will be destroying well over 250 trees that are providing an important 
canopy of oxygen for this area. This cannot be replaced quickly and will take decades to 
replace. 

And this count is likely grossly understated as there will be other trees in the adjacent area that 
will have their tree roots disturbed during construction and result in them dying. 

These are two pictures of Bay Street East for the councillors who are not familiar with our street.  



Although the city may not classify this road as a country/cottage road, that is exactly what it is 
and how the residents use it.   Residents and cyclists share this road in a respectful and safe 
way and the narrow road way ensures traffic speeds are low. 

Picture the massive change in social and environmental impact with the entire treescape being 
eliminated. 

In addition, this is stated in Section A3.9.2 Infrastructure Strategic Objectives, Item 3: 
“Encourage the establishment of an integrated transportation system that safely and efficiently 
accommodates various modes of transportation including cycling, walking, automobiles and 
trucks, and public transit where feasible.” 

We all know that traffic on highway 26 is becoming extremely busy and only getting worse 
through the bottleneck of Thornbury.  

If there is a wider, new road on Bay Street, it will only be a matter of time before west bound 
drivers will turn off on Lakeshore Road, go down Bayview Avenue, Bay Street to Mill Street to 
avoid traffic lights and traffic jams.   

There is no doubt in my mind that this road will become a major thoroughfare and will be unsafe 
for pedestrians, cyclists and resident vehicles turning out of their homes. 

Help us avoid any future fatal accidents by keeping the integrity of this street. 



All the neighbours on Bay Street stand united and will do whatever we can to save our street, 
protect our trees and ensure our safety. 

We implore the Blue Mountains Staff and council to look at other alternatives rather than 
running the Forcemain down Bay Street. 

Regards, 
Wendy Boyd 

With a wider, newer road, 
Bayview and Bay Street East 
will become a major 
thoroughfare to by-pass 
Highway 26 



Dear Mayor and Council members: 
 
This letter comes to you from concerned community members who have organized several local events over the years 
and currently use Bayview Park. We are all well aware of how unique and special Bayview Park is. The location, 
expansive views and sense of community is welcoming for all.  
 
Lack of parking continues to present significant issues especially for those with mobility issues. Todays request is 
regarding paid parking for non residents 
 
During special events such as Music in the Park (24th year)  and the South Georgian Bay Parkinson’s Festival and other 
special events we are asking for the parking fee be waived.  Many participants from out of town (including speakers, 
vendors, performers would not have access to a parking pass)  
 
There are no admission fees for these events, but $10 an hour to park and a penalty fee if their vehicle is not registered – 
$80 
 
The streets surrounding the tennis court area on Bay Street East have two signs asking for payment – the area is not 
designated as a municipal parking lot according to the town website and there are no designated parking lines. If a vehicle 
parks in front of a sign it is very difficult for others to know that signs are there and especially with the length of the two 
streets surrounding this area.    
 

 
 
Town Webpage -  To pay for parking, scan the QR code on the Paid Parking signs located throughout the parking lots to 
access the HonkMobile app. If you cannot access the app, please call 519-599-3131 ext  9001 to make a payment. 
 
However these signs do not show a phone number and we do know there are a number of people who do not have 
smartphones and others who do not have a data plan.   
 

   
 
We also understand these streets will undergo major construction next 
year and some of the issues will be addressed. 
 
Until then we would ask that people can park without a fee and enjoy the 
summer activities. 
 
Thank you 
 
Linda Wykes, Catherine Smart 
 

https://www.thebluemountains.ca/sites/default/files/2021-12/HonkMobile%20QR%20Code.pdf
https://www.thebluemountains.ca/sites/default/files/2021-12/Pay%20for%20Parking%20with%20the%20HonkMobile%20App.pdf
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